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ADW  vs  ACW
First annual

“Slippery Pole Competition”

And how it came to be.





Slippery Pole competitions have 
been part of fairs, festivals and 
regattas all over the world for a 
millennia. 
It is also known as a Greasy Pole. 
The pole can be erected 
vertically;  here the contestants 
compete to climb to the top of 
the greased up pole to be the 
first to retrieve a hunk of mutton 
or a flag. 
The slippery pole can also lay 
horizontally over a body of water. 
This is used in celebrations of the 
sea.



I decided to hold a Slippery Pole 
competition and invite two teams 
from two different Postgraduate 
courses at NCAD to take part. 
MA Art in the Digital World vs MA 
Art in the Contemporary World.

The Slippery Pole, apart from a 
dream coming true was a chance 
to invite my peers to 
experience in a fully immersive 
way the liminal, to step off the 
edge and into the void.







To meet a someone equally 
enthusiastic about the Slippery 
Pole.

Dave Smith from Kings of 
Concrete agreed to let me use 
their Slippery Pole for the 
competition.



Eight Strong Men

The Slippery Pole had been 
‘borrowed’ and took across to the 
other side of Grand Canal Basin 
where it now lived on a boat. How 
this happened is still a mystery.

I needed eight strong men to help 
me move the pole back to the 
right side of the Basin.

I found 6 strong men, but one 
assured me he had the strength 
of 4 men and a small horse.















The contestants arrived to 
Hanover Quay by boat from 
across the Grand Canal Basin.







Experiencing ‘the gap’ between 
fear and pleasure, the familiar 
and the unknown, land and water 
allows us to engage with our 
instincts; and in the ‘doing’ the 
participant can be empowered to 
be able to think in a new more 
enlightened way.  









The first ever annual 
ADW vs ACW Slippery Pole  
Competition results :

Overall winner : Kevin ADW

Team Prize : ACW

Most artistic and choreographed 
fall (twice) : Gearoid ADW





“Some experiences can give rise 
to joy so powerful that it 

transforms your sense of what it 
is to be alive”

Caspar Henderson - ‘The Book of Barely 
Imagined Beings’ 2012






